
 
TELL OUR LEGISLATORS HOW THESE BILLS AFFECT US! 

 
          May 31, 2019 
 
Dear Students, Teachers, Staff, & Parents, 
 

Yesterday, four legislators visited our school to learn about us and charter schools. 
 
During a Q & A time, a Gillingham student asked about taking college courses while in high 

school. The legislators were shocked to hear that charter school students aren’t allowed to take 
those courses unless their home district approves. What’s worse is that some of our students’ districts 
say yes while others say NO. The legislators were shocked. One even said, “That’s not fair.” 

 
They taught us something. They said that they need us, their constituents, to teach them 

about laws and future laws that affect us because there are so many bills!  
 
AND they told us that they do not hear from charter schools very often, but they hear from 

traditional schools a lot. They only hear that side of the story, NOT OUR side of the story. 
 

The legislators then told us a trick…... HANDWRITTEN LETTERS  
 

Tell your story! Tell our legislators why a certain bill (a proposed law) is good or bad.  
 
 

Today, we’re going to do that! 
 

Three important bills are going for a vote VERY soon, so we need to tell the legislators 
(lawmakers) why they should vote in favor of charter schools. 

 
Flip to read about the bills and how they affect Gillingham. 
 
Our legislators are also listed on the back. 
 

 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
All of our classes, students and staff will take time to write formal letters about the 
upcoming bills that affect Gillingham.  

 Choose the ones that affect you and the school the most. 
 Explain why the bill is important to you and to the school. 
 Sign your name!  
 K-2 can write one letter and all sign if they prefer 
 Your teacher will submit the letters to Mrs. Hutchinson’s box by the end of the day. 

 
Here’s your chance to share your voice with someone who actually makes laws!  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Mrs. Hutchinson 
CEO/Director of Education 



 
 

THE BILL THE EFFECTS on GCS 

HB 356  

Charter 
Facilities 

 

Charter schools currently have to request permission from their approver to 
get additional space because they are only allowed to use the space that 
was listed in the original charter.   
 
Gillingham needs more space to accommodate the needs of our students 
for various reasons: 

-Many classrooms are small 
-Don’t have enough classrooms for smaller classes 
-Don’t have classrooms for our language teachers  
-Instrument lessons are in very small spaces 
-Don’t have quiet spaces for our teachers to plan or break  

HB 357 

Applications, 
Amendments 
& Renewals  

Every time Gillingham asked its approver, the local district, to charter or 
renew its charter, the district denied the charter. Thus, Gillingham had to 
appeal to the Charter Appeal Board, and both times, the board unanimously 
overturned the district’s denial and granted Gillingham its charter.  
 
Gillingham spent 3 years to charter the first time. It then took 3 years to 
renew and cost about $400,000 of taxpayers’ money for legal fees.  

HB 358  

Dual 
Enrollment 

Currently, charter students are not allowed to take part in dual enrollment 
courses without permission from their home district.  Some districts gave 
our students permission. Some did not. All public school students, despite 
the type of public school they attend, should have the right to the same 
opportunities. 

 

Legislators who ACCEPTED our invitation Legislators who DECLINED our invitation 

 
PA Sen David Argall (R) 
 
PA Rep Mikael Tobash (R) 
 
PA Rep Jerry Knowles (R) 
 
US Rep Dan Meuser (R) 

 Staffer, Katie Hetherington-Cunfer,  
     & intern, Mitchell Kurek, stood in for Meuser 

 
PA Rep Neal Goodman (D) 
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